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of pure-bred cattle may find that it interferes with the sale of the animal. A calf with a goiter does not appear ill and may be as frisky as though it was not affected. Some calves may be born without hair, as in the case of hairless pigs. The prevalence of goiter in the calves on a farm may vary from year to year.
How to prevent goiter in calves
Goiter in calves may be prevented by supplying additional iodine to the cows during pregnancy. The easiest way to do this is to furnish the cattle with salt containing 0.02 per cent iodine. If this is used the year around there should be no danger of calves being born with goiters. If the salt is bought already mixed, either as bulk salt or in the customary block form, care should be taken to be sure it contains the above percentage of iodine.
It might be safer for the farmer to mix his own salt. This would insure a proper mixture. Secure any of the finer grades, such as finely crushed rock salt or what is commonly termed hay salt. Add to this 1 ounce of granular potassium iodide for each 300 pounds of the salt. First mix the ounce of potassium iodide with a pound of the salt. When this is ready, spread the 300 pounds of salt on a cement or other smooth and tight floor. Spread the salt out in a thin layer about three inches deep. The pound of mixed salt and potassium iodide is now sprinkled over the layer of salt. Shovel the resulting mixture over several times. The salt may now be sacked and stored in a dry place out of the sunshine.
If the iodized salt is not used the year around, at least it should be fed beginning in November and from then on through the winter. Do not put out more of the salt than the animals will consume in three or four days. Place the box containing the salt under shelter, so that it will not be rained on.
One should not make the mistake of using the ordinary medicated salt. There is much of this sort on the market.